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Abstract: This study is concerned with minority education, especially, research on 
the present condition of the schools for Mongolian students in the pastoral areas, in the 
Inner Mongolia. At first I will discuss excessive consolidation of minority schools in the 
pastoral area. Then, see the situations of children are living with while at school. Be-
cause of the differences in living environment, pastoralists have to live on unequal 
terms. Due to their lifestyle, it is not easy for them to access the villages. There happen 
some problems on their life. In developing countries, there are many gaps between the 
poor and the better off, especially with regard to their living conditions, but behind this, 
what is not so well-known is that the minorities are in an even more unfavorable situa-
tion.
1 . Introduction 
　This study is concerned with minority education, especially, research on the present condition of 
the schools for Mongolian students in the pastoral areas, in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region 
in China. The West Development Project (xibu dakaifa in Chinese) is an economic strategy which 
started in 2000 in China. Inner Mongolia is one of the target regions. It has been running for more 
than ten years. In this kind of context, the impact was felt in several areas, such as decay of the nat-
ural environment and widening gap in social-economic conditions etc. In this paper, I will examine 
the actual conditions of the minority education, the Mongolian schools and Mongolian students in 
the pastoral areas, using a case study of Shiliingol League of Inner Mongolia. Shiliingol League is 
located in the middle of Inner Mongolia, and has jurisdiction over 9  Banners (qusiγu in Mongo-
lian), 2  cities and 1  Xian (Map. 1 ). 
　At the end of 2007, Han-Chinese accounted for 18,789,313 people (78.63%) of the population of 
Inner Mongolia, in addition to 4,276,553(17.72%) Mongolians (Inner Mongolia Statistical Year-
book 2008:108). However in the pastoral areas, the Mongolian population is near 70%. For exam-
ple, in the West Ujimchin Banner, 68% of people were Mongolian, with 55% of the total population 
also pastoralist at the end of 2008. This ﬁgure has decreased yearly, as the invasion of diverse de-
velopments caused a large ﬂow of labor into the pastoral areas. On the other hand, the change re-
sulted in ecological migration (shengtai yimin in Chinese) for the pastoralists from the pastoral ar-
eas. Most of the pastoralists have had to move into the cities or villages, therefore creating many is-
sues. The decay of natural ecology and life ecology has resulted under these developments. For 
example, the Open-cast Mining (lutain meikuang in Chinese) of natural resources which is known 
to cause natural-environment pollution, decay of the pasture, and air pollution, is a typical case in 
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Inner Mongolia. Therefore, the changes also affect the minority education. There will be some neg-
ative effects on the survival of the minority language and culture. First of all, I will view the case of 
the minority schools in the pastoral areas.
2 . A case of consolidation of minority schools
2.1. What is consolidation of minority schools?
　I will discuss excessive consolidation of minority schools in the pastoral area, in Ujimchin. Ujim-
chin is a typical pastoral area in Inner Mongolia. There, as much as 55% of the population are still 
living a pastoral nomadic way of life. Until the end of the 1990s, there were 19 somus1）, with a 
Mongolian school at the center of each somu, and in the balγasu2） in West Ujimchin Banner: a total 
of 25 schools. In the balγasu, there were preschools to high schools for both Mongolian and Chi-
nese students. The statistics show, that at the end of 2008, all the Mongolian minority schools in the 
pastoral area were consolidated into 5  minority schools. Moreover, they were gathered in one 
place, at the center of the banner, balγasu. Fig. 1  is the transition of Mongolian schools in West 
Ujimchin Banner, in the 1990s and 2009. In the case of the consolidation of the minority schools 
between the Ujimchin, more than 20 Mongolian minority schools vanished from the pastoral area 
over several years. I think this consolidation invited some troubles in the development and the 
spread of the minority schools and the minority education, and suffered severe censure from the in-
tellects.
Map. 1. Shiliingol League, Inner Mongolia (Monkbat 2013:207)
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
1） “somu” is an administrative section within the banner.
2） “balγasu” is a village, the central of the banner.
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2.2. Views on the consolidation of minority schools 
　Since 2000, the consolidation of the minority schools has been different from the former consoli-
dation. This has occurred in the pastoral areas, where the lifestyle of the pastoralists is quite distinct 
from the urban people. They depend on returns from their livestock to live on, and disperse in the 
pastoral areas, so they have few occasions to come into contact with the cities or villages. The somu 
and the γačaγ_a3） are administrative units and function as exchange points, and also as local com-
munities for the pastoralists. At the centre of each somu, there were schools, post ofﬁces, hospitals 
and banks for those pastoralists, which were able to meet their needs for about half a century. With 
the Administrative System Reform (xingzhen jigou tizhi gaige in Chinese), all the administrative 
units were consolidated from the beginning of 2000. Therefore, the local system was destroyed. 
Also, the schools in the pastoral areas were consolidated along with the administrative units, so the 
schooling of children of pastoralists is one of the main problems for minority education. I heard 
some criticisms of the consolidation of the minority schools as given below. Mr. Gurjeb who was a 
headmaster of a Mongolian school observed that:
　 1 ) Children leave their parents too early, and it’s impossible for them to live in a dormitory.
　 2 ) Some children come from more than 150 kilometers away for schooling to the balγasu.
　 3 ) The pastoralists face heavy costs.
　 4 ) More poverty is occurring in the pastoral areas.
　As Mr. Gurjeb says, because in the pastoral areas there are no schools, the little children have to 
leave their parents at only aged 5  or 6  to live in school dormitories, but many of them unable to 
live in school dormitories. Also, the schools in the village are too far away from the pastoral areas, 
so the parents rent an apartment in the village and one of the parents lives in the village with their 
children while the other one lives in the pasture, grazing their livestock. For the pastoralist, that 
kind of lifestyle in the two places is a cause of too much expense for them. This necessity to live in 
the village, together with the children’s schooling and everyday economic problems leads to a 
greater occurrence of poverty. Mrs. Undurna, a researcher who pointed out the mismatch between 
Fig. 1. Transition of Mongolian schools in West Ujimchin from 1990s to 2009
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
3） “γačaγ_a” is an administrative section within somu.
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the policy and the conditions in the pastoral areas, said: 
	 	Prior to consolidation of the minority schools, the government must consider the economic 
status and cultural backgrounds of the pastoral areas. Then start to plan a regional model 
for education systems, or there will be a bad inﬂuence on the spread of education.
　Because of the consolidation of the minority schools, the pastoralists have had to bear great eco-
nomic expense. Many pastoral parents feel the excessive consolidation of the minority schools is 
causing them great inconvenience. If the government wants to found or to consolidate schools in 
such pastoral areas, it has to consider the lifestyle of the pastoralists.
3 . School life of elementary school students
　For the pastoralists, similarly for their children, where they live in the village for schooling, is a 
problem. Table. 1  shows the situations of pupils of an elementary school in Shuluun Hoh Banner. It 
shows whom the children are living with while at school. As there are no schools at the somu, the 
little children are forced to live in the village, and are obliged to leave their parents. Some of them 
live in the school dormitories, some are in an apartment, some of them live with their relative’s 
family, and some, whose parents are engaged in a job in the village, can live with their parents 
there. Some nomadic people have two houses, in the village and in the pastoral area, so their chil-
dren can live in their parent’s house in the village while their parents keep the livestock in their own 
pasture, which is far from the village. This type I will call “separate from parents”. Most of the 
young children leave their parents and lead independent lives, but although the life styles of school 
life are varied, these children all feel anxious. In the table, the living type ‘other’ means that some 
parents request an unknown person to look after their children while they go to school in the vil-
lage. It means they have no other choice.
Table. 1 : Living types of elementary school students (peolpe)
living types
grades
1 st 2 nd 3 rd 4 th 5 th
dormitory 0 0 18 25 38
apartment 72 56 36 46 43
with relatives 21 12 15 18 9
with parents 34 29 29 31 22
separate from parents 9 11 3 14 12
other 5 6 2 3 1
Note: Based on material collected during ﬁeld surveys.
　The pupils in the lower grades ﬁnd it hard to live in dormitories so most of them live in an apart-
ment. If they live in an apartment, typically, their grandfather or grandmother lives with the pupils, 
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cares for them and helps them to go to school. For the pupils, during the school days, parents are 
not nearby. Mr. Sodbilig, a teacher in Shiliinhot city points out that: 
	 	The pastoralists rent an apartment in the village for their child to go school. They look for 
the places with cheap rents, but these kinds of houses are decrepit and unsafe. Also, parents 
are unable to care for their children in the village, so mainly elderly people live with the 
children. 
　The economic situation of the pastoralists is inconstant, as the prices go up. They can find a 
cheap house near the schools. Most of the children wish to live with their parents but in this situa-
tion it is not possible. From another viewpoint, in their daily life, they lack family education. As the 
pupils go up the grades, more of them live in dormitories. 
4 . Conclusion
　As can be seen from the above, there are some problems concerning the lifestyle of the pupils in 
Mongolian minority schools in the pastoral areas in Inner Mongolia. Because of the differences in 
living environment, pastoralists have to live on unequal terms. Due to their lifestyle, it is not easy 
for them to access the balγasu. Also, it is difﬁcult for their children to get to school in the balγasu. 
The minority schools’ consolidation has meant that the pastoralists have had to bear great economic 
expense and many pastoral parents feel the excessive consolidation of the minority schools is caus-
ing them great hardship. The response of the local people is if the government wants to found or to 
consolidate schools in such pastoral areas, it has to consider the lifestyle of the people. As we know, 
in developing countries, there are many gaps between the poor and the better off, especially with 
regard to their living conditions, but behind this, what is not so well-known is that the minorities 
are in an even more unfavorable situation. 
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